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Influenza
Reuben Caluza

Ngonyaka ka nineteen eighteen saqedwa ukufa 
Esikubiza ngokuthi kuyi influenza.
Yaziqeda izihlobo esizithanday,
Ao Mama nao Baba NoSisi noBhuti,
Kwemnyimizi kwaqothula akwasala muntu, 
Kwathath’ intombi nensizwa, 
Kwazikhethel’ ezihle,
Kwathatha namabhungu ayebukeka kahle, 
Kwathath’ amajongosi kwathath’ amatshitshi, 
Kwathath’ izingoduso ezazethenjisiwe, 
Kwathath’ omakotshana kanye nabakhwenyana,
Kwangathi kukhon’ ifelimnyama phezu kwalomhlaba, 
Kwas’ ongath’ izolanda inombi, nensizwa, 
Yabongcono kwabadala yabaqed’ abasha,
Ao Mame nao Baba bashiyintandane zihlupheka, Zinosizi zingancedwa muntu,
Noko namhla sesikhohlwa usiz’ okukhulu, Kwakunjenake endulo Kwababey’ 
eKanana, Kwathi nxa behlupheka, baqal’ ukuzisola, Kwakuthi nxa bebusa behamba 
ngentokozo, Bangacabangi lutho ngay’ ongurnenzi wabo. Kwaphumelela labo 
ababekhonza yena,
Iningi labanye lafa laphela khona l’ ehlane. Siyanilaya nsizwa, siyanilaya ntombi, 
Musan’ ukuvumel’ inhliziyo ngeba ayigewali.

In 1918 there was an epidemic of a certain disease, 
This disease was called INFLUENZA.
It killed all our relations we loved,
Oh mother, father, sister, and you brother, 
In other families everybody died.
It killed young men and young women, 
And chose the best people,
It killed even the handsome and beautiful young ones,
It killed all those who were still in the adolescent stage, 
It also killed the ones who were engaged for marriage,
It killed all those who were just married,
It was as if there was a black cloud on earth, 
As if it had come for the young ones,
It was better with the grown-ups but bad with the young ones, 
Parents left orphans in sorrow,
Worried with nobody to help them,
Well, to-day we have forgotten about the sorrow,
It was also like that, to those who were crossing Canaan, 
When they were in difficulty, they regretted,
When all was still well and they felt happy,
They never thought about their Creator, 
Only those who worshiped Him went through, Most of them died in the wilderness,
This is a warning to you brothers and sisters, 
Don’t give in to temptation.

Source: Zelda de Beer, ‘Analysis of choral works by the Zulu composer, Professor 
R.T. Caluza’ (B.Music dissertation, University of Pretoria, 1967)
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